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klndergq;ten neighborhood séems to be tnable to perform effectively
the social interaction 3and attitude developmept functions one would
;% Y associate with the raciszlly integrated residence feighborhood. Until
’ the latter becomes socii.1 réality, the most concerted efforts in
_racial mixing may have primarily cosmetic_rather than-depth effects
on children's a+t1§udg;. {Author/Al) .
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This study investigated the question of uhether;tpe public "kindergarten '

>

neighborhood" can effectively assume a meaningfni‘role in;the development
of children's racial attitudes. Focus centers upo the public kindergarten | .
, because - in the absence of\raclally mixed nelghbo hoods - it constitutes |
A . the first formal interracial experience for most chi dren. Two hundred forty
"Zx

N
6-year-old children were divided into eight groups the basis of race (rlack/

L

y

unite), sex, and public kindergarten experience. Subgects individually
-/ | participated in a tuo-part selection procedure designed to investigate racial
preferences. Children consistently registered strongestvpreétrence for same;
--~~—~—~—race—individuels—end—tot&l—h*—-same-rac&-clasaroom—sgttingsv—»%he«study—-sug.gests——;—%
thet the racially mixed 1#indergartén neighborggod" seems ungble to perform

effectively the social interaction and attitude development functions one

would Associat.e -":with the racially integrated residence neighborhood. " . \
Implications are discussed,’
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| The Public Kindergarten Concept
| as a Factor in Racial Attitudes
X . o Edward L, Palmer . \
g . {, ° Davidson College ﬁ' o _
i \ : | | 3 \
' Several threads in'racial attitude résearch-have deveiopfd into
" a fabric which carries surprisingly'interwoven'implications for children —

especially surprising when one considers the diverse research avenues from
¥ ——
’uhich,these-threads have :ome, Historically, Deutsch and Collins “f1951) *
'brought a racial attitude dimensicn to the proximity factor ‘in social
. ¢ ’ ' s ’

attraction, demonstrating the'prominent extent to which residing nextdoor

to one another can promote social attraction and’ the developqent of positive
racial attitudes. Several researchers’(Koch 19463 Spr1nger,,1950 Goodman,
1964; Renninger & W1111ams, 1966; et al, ) have given strong suggestion that
* / children's racial attitudes have been formed by late préschool a Because
racially-integrated neighborhoods have not been a prominent social'reaiity,

it has.not been possible to fnrther examine a Deutsch & Collins-type finding

e

from the child attitude format_gn perspective, - Within a longitudinal study

-~ of the relationship .bBétween.residence neighborhoods and children's racial!
~attitudes, this investigator had an earlier, brief research glimpse oi the
pofential importance of residencg\neighborhood as a contributor to racial
_attitude formation among preschool}children (Palmer, 1975). But such research
glimpses have been fleeting and impossible.to study}lonéwrange -- given the
infrequency of racially-integrated neighborhoods and the‘frequency of mobility
and transition within those which ‘exist, in perspectgve, the_historical ‘
research fabric contains prominent threads of implication that chi?dren'e
racial attitudes have béen formed by* school age and that ca early experience

-

of raciellybintegrated neighborhood residence could substantiaily promote the

development ofvpositive racial attitudes, Conversely, there is implication
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that the early experience of racially—segrqgated neighborhood residence can

have a significant effect upon ‘the developmenﬁ‘of negative racial attitudes,

N Because the latter experience is the most prevalent social reality for young
children today, the public schocls have become the setting in vhich most’ -
.. children first experience racial integration -- or perhaps more.approprlately,

racial mixing,. Children' at one and the same,timé/have their seggregated

L]

residential neighhorhood alongsjde their racially—mixed educational nelghbor-

T, . R
hood. With public, kindergarten introducing the latter "neighborhood"’one

hY

. P ’ .
year earlier ¥ a child's development, the question becomes one of whether

l \ -

this earlier in+roductlon can carry ulthin it the potential to change or
modify racial att1tudes developed in the same-race\settings of" family and .
residence. Until 1ntegrated residence ne1ghborhoods become a social reality,, - "

can the "kindergarten ne1ghborhood" perform a surrogate-typf functlon with
J
YA‘_,/' \ '

‘ , ki
Because North Carolina gradually introduced public E?édergarten

\

any degree of effect1veness°

e 3

to* the educational _system, the setting provided unique opportunity to

. / v
L. kindergarten program, approximately 50% of children entering first grade =« -

~

‘investigate aspecus of/this racial attitude question. Midway in the state's

. N were kindergarten "graduates" ‘w hile the remaining 50% had not received public
. kindergartenaexperience. The setting was tailor-made for a comparative
'examination of raeiaI attitudes to determine whether any systematic differences

N were evident as a function of public kindergarten experience, '

. [
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( Method _\ R

To investigate the question, 240 six-year-old children uere\aivided

inté eight groups on the basis of ‘race ‘(black/white), gex, and public -
kindergarten experience. Subjects indiJidually participated in a selection .
N ' . h £ S *
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procedure designed to detect racial attitudes, In the Part 1 adaptation of

-

¥ . B
a Clark-type (1939) procedure, each subject was shown two drawings of a child -

. ? .
same sex as subject, both drawings having identical features with the eXcept1on

of skin color. Following the established format, the-child was asked to hand

the experimenter the picture of 'the boy/girl the child wanted to play”uith N

Subsequert choice requests were de3igned to gain infbrmation relating to
\ &
recjal evaluation, raq_ei awareness, and. racial self-identification. . ‘

' : . R / -1‘ -
Presentations were position randomized, {7 /&

N

The Part 2 adaptation of as Cardwell-type (1969) procedure involved \

4 .

presentation of school classroom drawings in four possible combinations' all

black class, racially balanced class with, b. ack teacher, racially balgnced
AN

claps with white teacher, all whitecciass. Witk the eiception of the racially -

balanced<class drawings, the teachers present~d in drawings were racially ¢ J.
‘ A

matched to the subJects. This _procedure 1nvestigated children's attitudes

regarding preferred racial fomposition within & classroom and preferred race.
> : _ -
of teacher. ) : ' S o !

L]

'Tﬁi&ﬁéﬁout”Eii“ékiéiimental procedures, experimenter was matched *
to subject‘bn the’ basis of race andusex. Jn combination, the format permitted“
a multi-facet examinaiicn of the’ public kindergarten experience ;s a potential

element in. the development of children's racial attitudes, and children had
) \
opportunity to express these’ attituges in both individual amd group preference

4
>

settings. ‘ o &

- : ‘ ¢ Results - i ' | R

In Part 1,\the data from three paired-comparisons wefezused tg/

detect children who lacked either’ racial auarenesﬁ ot racial self—identificatlon

and to eliminate their data from the resultsm Part { data then were analyze&

using & 2*x 2 x 2 (race,~sex, kindergarten) -factorial design. The race

variable attained signfficance (F=33.5, dfhl/232, p<.001), and a Duncan's

—
-
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“Multiple Range\fest of this effect indicated that children were registering

same-race'preference — that ir this paired-comparisons format, children were

making positive evaluation preferences for the child of their own race.
Absence of a significant race X sex Xx kindergarten interaction provided
indication‘that participation in rublic kindergarten had no significant ‘
effect upon expression of racial preference for individnal children, /
Insti nting the same racial awareness and racial self-iden:ification
criteria used in Part 1! the Part 2 data*were analyzed within a 2 x 2x2x3
(race, sex, kindergarten,-trials) factgrial design, The trials factor - -\\i>
represented the three classroom choicegpossibilities - all,black, all white,

racially. balanced. Duncan's”Multiple'Range Test of significant effects‘
. | .

’

"revealed the following:

Trials (F=44.4, df—2/464, p~. 001) N
Preference .pattern was consistently the following -~ same race classroom,
racially balanced classroom; oth;r‘race classroom, a1 children were
choos%ng same race classroom significantly more frequently than either

~the ricially Balanced or the ther Tace classroom; and @ll children were.

choosing the racially'balanced‘classroon/significantly more frequently
o . N

than the other race classroom,

Trials x Race (F-12.;3,, af=2/464, p<.005) )

Black children made significantly more other race clas%!oom choices than

did white children. Corresppndingly, ‘white children were making significantly
‘ ]

more same race classroom choices than,black children. ,ﬁf o
¢ 's ’

Trials x Kindergarten (F=5,0, df‘2/464, Pee=i 05)

Children with public kindergarten experience demonstrated significantly greater

incidence of other race classroom choice than did children withont preschool

:, . \ . .7 »
experience, S v g o o _ e



ZIrials x Sex x ldnderparten (F=3.9, df=2/4i6L, p<. 05) -

Revealed that the) predominant trials b'e kindergarten effect had beén among
girls, "The giﬁls with kindergarten experience demonstrated significantly
greater inc¢idence of.other race classroom choice than did girls without
preschool experience.‘,‘ | - | | . v J

v _. Hithin the ‘Part 2 procedures, each subJect had. received two |

| paired comparisons in whlch the preference possibilities were between two
racially balanced classroom drawings, Because race of teacher wés the -
only factor differentiating these drawings,[choice patterns afforded an

opportunity to,eiamine teacher-race preferences among these children.

_Response dnta were analyzed using a2x2x2 factorial design (raca, sex,

\kindengarten) Quncan s Multiple Range Test of a significant race x sex X

’ kindergarten. interaction (F=4:97 dftl/ZBé P «<.05) revealed that black

girls with xindergarteu experience expressed significantly stronger ‘seme-

race teacher preference ‘than did their male counterparts. fact male

blacks with kindergarten experience\expressed preference "for white teachers,

A parallel to this preference pattern was not found among male whltes with
kindergarten experience, The” latter group registered prominent same-race

v

. " .teacher prefirence, . Rank ordering the strength of ‘same-race teacher
preference, ETOup responses placed them in the following order: WFNK:'WMK,
BFK, WMNK, BFNK, BMNK, WFK, BMK (the latter group expressing, in effect,
o . . A .

£ 4
other-race teacher preference), * . : £

[

Discussion
». The general picture within these findings is that of children

according first preference to their own race in both individual and group

* The convenience code represented within these lettexs is: 3 - Black, W - White,

F - Female, M -~ Male,” K - Public kindergarten experience; NK - No previous
kindergarten experience (either public or private). Outcome’ within the BMK

group was totally unexpécted, and the author has no viable explanation at this time,

Qo ' T 7
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To travel alongside holds far more promise and | hope ‘tHan would traveling in’,

13 o
~
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choice settings, Within the framework of this basic preference patéern, black
children and children with public kindergarten experience have demonstrated r~
the most prominent readiness:to choose participation in other-race classroom
settings. Nhile these same-race-preference‘results would seem, to support

earlier research suggestions of jersonal and racial pride (Hraba %Qﬁrant l970),
the fact that same-race-preference is significantly stronger thaﬁ a preference

for the raﬂially balanced classroom indicates that genuine racial integration

< ",
»

has not yvet been achieved within the elementary school setting. At this
point .the racially mixed "kindergarten ne1ghborhood" seems unable to’ perform
effectively the social interaction and a+t1tude development functions which ‘
rightfully would be the province of the racially integrated residence
neighborhood. Until ‘the latter becomes‘}pcial reality, our most concerted
efforts in racialﬁmixing may'have primarily cosmetic rather than-depth effect
upon children's sttitudes, To some extent thegsituation-parallels that of

two self-contained ships traveiing alongside each'other on the same.river.

Though together in one sense, the passengers remain separate in still ‘another.

’

' different rivers, but until the ships can freely exchange passengers, the

N~ S

. Journey will not be completed. It would appear that the "kinfergarten.

neighbarhood™ resembles the two ships coming closer tdgether, and the results

1§

suggest that the former shares the basic limitations of the latter,

&

s ' t



- . - i

, o \\ - | | .

Refarencea

Deutsch, M,, % Collins, M.( Interracial housing: A psychological -evaluation
' /

. " of & social experiment, Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Fress, 1951, \\\\\

Goodman, M, E, Race avareness in young children, New York: Collier Books, 1964.

Hiraba, J., & Grant, G. Black is beautiful: A reexardnation of ra01aﬂ3prefere1ce
N \

and identification., Journal of personality and social psychology, 1970, ;é,

~

2

398-402, - | vy W

Koch, H, L, The social distance between certain racial, nationality; and skin- —

R W e !
pigmentation groups in'selected populations oﬁ American school children,
~y Journal of genetic ps cholo » 1946, £8, 63-95. _ ' ~
/ ¥ | / .
Koslin, S,, Koslin, B., Cardwell J., & Pargament R, Quasi-disguised and

A

structured measure of school chlldren's racial preferences. Proceedings of

‘the 77th innual Convention of.the American stdhological Associetion, 1969,

-

Palmér, E.. A longltudlnal stud/rqg the relatlonshlp between 1ntegrated )
\ residence nelghborhood and prejudice onset in the young child, Paper
p*e°ented at the 215t Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Psychologlcal

I
‘

Assoclatlon. March, 1975, ' ) ' - )
Renninger, C. A., & Williems, J.'E. Black-white color dbnngtations and racial-

awareness in preschool children, Perceptual and motor skills, 1966, 22,

771-785, ' . .

~
“

Springer,‘D; V. iwareness of 'racial differences by preschool children in Hawaii,

Genetic psychology éonogzgphs,.l950,}5;, 215-270,




